


















































































































































































































www.healthtalkonline.org is a unique, award-winning website produced by the 
DIPEx charity; it features video and audio clips from carefully conducted in-depth 
interviews with people about their experiences of health and illness.  Over 75 
separate ‘modules’ covering different conditions or health topics are currently 
available on the site, including prostate and testicular cancers and the prostate-
specific antigen blood test. 
Each module is based on a rigorous qualitative research study exploring the 
experiences of people facing the condition, health or social care issue. Each module 
presents careful analysis of around 25 of the most important issues identified within 
these in-depth interviews, illustrated with around 250 video, audio and written 
extracts from the interviews.   
Research for all healthtalkonline studies uses ethically approved methods developed 
over many years by the Health Experiences Research Group at the University of 
Oxford. The penile cancer study was led by researchers at Leeds Metropolitan 
University in close collaboration with the Oxford team The healthtalkonline modules 
reflect what is important to people facing different health conditions and also 
harness the appeal of patients’ experiences to impart accurate, useful information to 
range of users, including the public, patients and their families, and health and social 
care professionals. The website has been evaluated with patients and as a teaching 
resource and is registered with the Information Standard. 
Healthtalkonline modules are intended primarily for people, who have the condition, 
but also to educate health and social care professionals. Partners, families and 
colleagues will also be able to learn about a wide variety of perspectives on the 
condition.    
Applied psychologists are increasingly being encouraged to recommend reliable 
websites to their clients. Healthtalkonline has a reputation as a site that can be 
trusted because it is based on rigorous research; it has been widely cited as an 













 “because of the surgery what I’ve had I could never bring myself to say you know asking a 
lady out simply because I feel like most of my manhood’s been taken away like” (Paul, 61 
diagnosed 59) 
 “I don’t feel a proper man. I feel… completely emasculated and it’s difficult to explain but I still 
have, a problem wearing jeans. I still have a problem wearing shorts. Because I think that 
people know” (Mark, 48 diagnosed 46) 
 “As I say, our sex life is back to something approaching normal or something slightly different 
and certainly no worse than it was before. Perhaps after nearly thirty years of marriage then 
perhaps things had got a bit, bit routine, a bit regular, and this has, you know, forced us to 
spice things up” (Tim, 54 diagnosed 53) 
 “what’s particularly nice is that... you know a lot of people have bothered about me and sent 
me cards and boxes of chocolates and things like that so that’s just great and nice bottles of 
wine. So that’s the upside, you know that people care about you rather than you’re just a part 
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